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Skiing at Idaho's Craters of the Moon National 
Menumani can be like sksrq on 
by reading Tom Wharton's 
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BICYCLING: Riding through Siberia j 
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Hacteria and heavy metal p 
tion problems remain to be solved 
from North Temple north to Far. 
mington Bay, water quality on the 
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MOAB — Nestled on the banks of the Colorado River be 
tween Arches and Canyonlands National Parks, this former 
uranium boom town is now mining the rieh scenery 

By next fall, six motels under construction will add more 
than 300 rooms to the existing bed hase and bring the number 
of motel beds to about 1,000. 

‘When you don’t have a vacancy from the first of Mare 
until Thanksgiving, you knew something was going to hap- 
pen,” said Sam Taylor publisher of the Moab Times Indepen- 
dent. “These park visitation figures here are much higher 
than the national parks in general. We are looking at a 15 
percent fo 20 percent increase.” 





contingent of uranium prospectors once tramped the hills in 
search of wealth, mountain bikers are now discovering the 
red-rock country. Taylor maintains the mountain bike phe 
nomenon will continue to grow 

In addition to nearby Arches, Canyonlands and Dead Horse 
Point State Park, Moab also has an 19-hole golf course which 
| attracts a growing number of folks 

As a resident here for 58 years. | have seen so many 
changes in this valley it boggies the mind,” Taylor said 

During the uranium. oi! and gas boom of 31, Grand Coun 
ty had a population of abo’ w the population is 
6.800. According to Brad B Jtah State Planning 
Office, 1991 saw the rever: 
the 1980s. In 1981, the Grand Cou mining employment was 
810. By 1990. that number had fallen to 168. Although 15 
percent of Grand County tax revenue comes from mineral 
production. only seven percent of the jobs are mineral related 

The 10th largest tax payer in the county owns a bunch of ot! 
and gas wells. He pays almost $800,000 in taxes every year 
while a big hotel will only pay $15.000 to $20,000." said Taylor 
who has been the Utah Road Commissioner for 19 years. 

A relatively new Moab industry is the small winery. More 
than 150 000 grape vines have been planted throughout the 
valley 

As the sotid line of Wasatch Front traffic fills the highway 
past Price and Green River toward canyon country, Moab's 
population can quickly double during holiday weekends. 

With its big river-running bu mountain biking, hik- 
ing, four-wheeling and golf, Mé ‘ers much to visitors 

The Red Rock 4-Wheeler's annual Easter seep Safari, this 
year scheduled April 11-19, brings thousands of visitors fo test 
their driving skills on local trails Those same routes provide 
the same attraction for mountain bikers at the Canyonlands 
Fat Tire Festival in October 

In recent years, Moab has not held any city-wide celebra- 
tions, This year, according to Taylor. the town will celebrate 
| (probably July 4th) the 40th anniversary of Steen’s Mi Vida 
uranium discovery 

































— Craig Hansell 
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\nvone\\ho Spends More (n \Lavury Car 
Should Seek Immediate Financial \nalvsis. 
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LARRY H. MILLER LEXUS 570/ 5. state St 


(801) 264-3600 
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February 27-March1 


Salt Palace Center 


The Spring Home & Garden Festival featur 
landscaped gardens with magnifice: 
shrubs, and trees... accented with pai 
bridges, water fountains and gazebos. P 
to the public! 
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REGISTER TO WIN FREE SEMINARS i) 

















Thursday Noon-10pm Register to win 2 beautiful Attend informative seminars on F 
Friday Noon-10pm playhouse valued at $5,000 —_ exciting topics like: Landscap- 
Saturday tiam-10pm courtesy of ABC Seamless —_ing, Energy Saving, Remodel 
Sunday Noon-6pm Steel Siding and KALL Radio. ing. Microwave Oven Cooking 
tayhouse features 8-foot Interior Decorating. Pao! and 
ADMISSION vaulted ceilings, windows Spa Maintenance, Wood SENIOR CITIZENS DAYS 
Adults $3.00 that open, Seamless stee! Refinishing, and much, much Friday Sunday Sen 
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TWO ADULTS ‘nm PRICE OF ONE a | 
6000 OMLY THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 271h 1 
Tax included, coupon not valid for one adult — 

44th AMMUAL SALT LAME TRIBUNE SPRING HOME & GARDEN FESTIVAL Fanaa 4 
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